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Varilla was in "Washington at the time, and on November
13 he was received formally by President Roosevelt at the
White House. On the following day the Secretary of State
sent a cable message to all the diplomatic representatives
of the United States in foreign countries as follows:

"The President yesterday fully recognized the Republic
of Panama and formally received its Minister Plenipoten-
tiary. You will promptly communicate this to the govern-
ment to which you are accredited."

Writing to his son, Theodore, on November 15, 1903,
the President thus described the situation at the moment:

"I have had a most interesting time about Panama and
Colombia. My experiences in all these matters give me
an idea of the fearful times Lincoln must have had in
dealing with the great crisis he had to face. When I see
how panic-struck Senators, business men and everybody
else become from my little flurry of trouble, and the wild
clamor they all raise for foolish or cowardly action, I get
an idea of what he had to stand after Bull Run and again
after McOlellan's failures in '62 and the party defeat in
the elections of that year, and again after Fredericksburg
and Chancellorsville. Why, even in this Panama, business
the Evening Post and the entire fool Mugwump crowd have
fairly suffered from hysterics; and a goodly number of the
Senators even of my own party have shown about as much
backbone as so many angle worms. However, I have kept
things moving just right so far."